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r" a plurality of connecting members attached to said at least one of a base and an 
upper member and extending therefrom, eajm of said connecting members comprising a 

four-sided metal tube; 

a pluraUty of upwardly extending support members, each of said support members 
comprising a four-sided metal tube, e/ch of said support members being interconnected 
with one of said connecting members, each of said support members having a cross- 
sectional shape which is substantially the same as a cross-sectional shape of said 
interconnected one of said connecting members; 

wherein for each of said support members and said interconnected one of said 
connecting members, one ol said support member and said interconnected one of said 
connecting members has /reduced end portion of complementary shape to said cross- 
sectional shape of said support member and said interconnected one of said connecting 
members, said reduced end portion being inserted into the other of said support member 
and said interconnected one of said connecting members.- 

' 43 




The system as recited in claim ^ wherein: 

each of said connecting members and said upwardly extending support members 
comprises a rectangular metal tube.— 

-4b. The system as recited in claim wherein: 

each of said connecting members and said upwardly extending support members 
comprises a square metal tube.— 

-47. The system as recited in claim/44, wherein: 

said at least one of a basjQfw arf upper connecting member comprises a base; 
each of said connecting mgnfoers comprises a lower connecting member attached 
to said base and extending upwardly therefrom.- 

^48. The system as recited in cla^n 44 7 wherein: 

said at least one of a base Aad an upper member comprises an Upper member; 
each of said connectinginembers comprises an upper connecting member 
attached to and extending do^wardly from said upper member. 
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1 1 The system as recited in clairn^, wherein: 

said reduced end portion is sized to snugly fit within said other of said support 



member and said interconnected one of said connecting members.- 

r~. SsQ A system for framing at least a portion of a structure, said system comprising: 
£)CO' abase; / 

a plurality of lower connecting members attached to said base and extending 
therefrom, each of said lower connecting members comprising a four-sided metal tube; 

a plurality of upwardly extending support members, each of said support members 
comprising a four-sided metal tube/each of said support members being interconnected 
with one of said lower connectin/ members, each of said support members having a 
pTJ v cross-sectional shape which is substantially the same as a cross-sectional shape of said 

QS interconnected one of said connecting members; 

wherein for each ofysaid support members and said interconnected one of said 
lower connecting members, one of said support member and said interconnected one of 
said lower connecting inembers has a reduced end portion of complementary shape to 
said cross-sectional s/ape of said support member and said interconnected one of said 
lower connecting nfembers, said reduced end portion being inserted into the other of said 
support member tod said interconnected one of said lower connecting members.- 

-51. A system for framing at least a portion of a structure, said system comprising: 
at lea4t one of a lower supporting structure and an upper member; 
a plurality of connecting members attached to said at least one of a lower 
supporting srructure and an upper member and extending therefrom, each of said 
connecting members comprising a four-sided metal tube; 

/ plurality of upwardly extending support members, each of said support members 
comprising a four-sided metal tube, each of said support members being interconnected 
with /ne of said connecting members, each of said support members having a cross- 
sectional shape which is substantially the same as a cross-sectional shape of said 
interconnected one of said connecting members; 

wherein for each of said support members and said interconnected one of said 
connecting members, one of said support member and said interconnected one of said 
connecting members has a reduced end portion of complementary shape to said cross- 

Jectional shape of said support member and said interconnected one of said connecting 
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"members, said reduced end poftion being inserted into the other of said support member 
\7f\ V and said interconnected one m said connecting members -- 

v 9 til. 

/The system as recited in claim^f, wherein: 
said at least one of a lower supporting structure and an upper member comprises a 
lower supporting structure; 

said lower supporting structure comprises a base.« 

-■^3 .^A system for framing at least a portion of a structure having a foundation, said 

system comprising: <• ^ 

a plurality of exterior wall frames interconnected to one another and extend3f|* 
(V ^ upwardly from the foundation of the structure, wherein each of said wall frames includes: 

a base attache to the foundation of the structure; 
(y a plurality of lower connecting members attached to said base and extending 

upwardly therefrom, each of said lower connecting members comprising a rectangular 
metal tube; 

a plurality of upwardly extending support members, each of said support members 
comprising a rectangular metal tube, each of said support members being interconnected 
with one of said lower connecting members, each of said support members having a 
cross-sectional shape which is substantially the same as a cross-sectional shape of said 
interconnected one of said lower connecting members, wherein for each of said support 
members and said interconnected one of said lower connecting members, one of said 
support member and said interconnected one of said lower connecting members has a 
reduced end portion of complementary shape to said cross-sectional shape of said support 
member and said interconnected one of said lower connecting members, said reduced end 
portion being inserted into the other of said support member and said interconnected one 
of said lower connecting members; 

an upper member; 

a plurality of Upper connecting members attached to said upper member and 
extending downwardly therefrom, each of said upper connecting members comprising a 
rectangular metal tube, each of said upper connecting members being aligned with one of 
said lower connecting members, each of said upwardly extending support members being 
interconnected with one of said upper connecting members, said cross-sectional shape of 
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each of said support members being substantially the same as a cross-sectional shape of 
said interconnected one of said upper connecting members, wherein for each of said 
support members and said interconnected one of said upper connecting members, one of 
said suppon member and said interconnected one of said upper connecting members has 
a reduced end portion of complementary shape to said cross-sectional shape of said 
suppon member and said interconnected one of said upper connecting members, said 
reduced end portion being inserted into the other of said support member and said 
interconnected one of said upper connecting members.— 




A system for framing at least a portion of a structure having a foundation, said 

system comprising: cJo^ c 

a plurality of extern* wall frames interconnected to one another and extending 
upwardly from the foundation of the structure, wherein each of said wall frames includes: 
a plurality of upwardly extending support members, each of said support members 
comprising a four-sided metal tube; 
an upper member; and 

a plurality of upper connecting members attached to said upper member and 
extending downwardly from said upper member, each of said upper connecting members 
comprising a four-sided metal tube, each of said upwardly extending support membens 
being interconnected with one of said upper connecting members, wherein for each of 
said support members and said interconnected one of said upper connecting members, 
one of said support member and said interconnected one of said upper connecting 
members has a reduced end portion of complementary shape to a cross-sectional shape of 
said suppon member and which is inserted into the other of said support member and said 
interconnected one of said upper connecting members to snugly fit within.-- 

The system as recited in claim S4 wherein: 

each of said upwardly extending support members comprises a four-sided 
orthogonal metal tube; 

each of said upper connecting members comprises a four-sided orthogonal metal 

Tne system as recited in claim wherein: 

5 

S:\M\Micl Soutfi Meiu framing System Paieni 0002\sccontl prelim amndmnt us-pct 9-8-00 ^\ 




DO 10:06am F ron-GARR I SOQMMfi I SSHA I GHT PLLC 9012559301 T-768 P. 07/17 F-155 



each of said upwardly extending support members comprises a rectangular metal 

tube; 

each of said upper connecting members comprises a rectangular metal tube.-- 



to 2/ 

~jfl A system for framing at least a portion of a structure having a foundation, said 
system comprising: 

a plurality of-wtferios-wall frames interconnected to one another and extending 
upwardly from the foundation of the structure, wherein each of said wall frames includes: 
a base attach^ to the foundation of the structure; 

a plurality of lower connecting members attached to said base and extending 
upwardly therefrom, each of said lower connecting members comprising a four-sided 
metal tube; 

a plurality of upwardly extending support members, each of said support members 
comprising a four-sided metal tube, each of said support members being interconnected 
with one of said lower connecting members, wherein for each of said support members 
and said interconnected one of said lower connecting members, one of said support 
member and said interconnected one of said lower connecting members has a reduced 
end portion of complementary shape to a cross-sectional shape of said support member 
which is inserted into the other of said support member and said interconnected one of 
said lower connecting members to snugly fit within.- 

The system as recited in claim wherein: 

each of said upwardly extending support members comprises a four-sided 

orthogonal metal tube; 

each of said lower connecting members comprises a four-sided orthogonal metal 

tube.~ 





tube; 



The system as recited in claim 5^f wherein: 

each of said upwardly extending support members comprises a rectangular metal 
each of said lower connecting members comprises a rectangular metal tube.-- 
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c . tJV~60. A system for framing at least abortion of a building structure, said framing 

system formed from a plurality of interconnectable four-sided orthogonal metal tubes 
having substantially identical crossiectional dimensions that interconnect with each 
other at their free ends with a free/nd of one metal tube having a reduced portion along 
each of its four orthogonal sides /elative to a free end portion of a tube to which it 
connects, said reduced portion /nugly and securely fitting within the end portion of the 
tube to which it connects, wherein said orthogonal metal tubes include vertically 
extending support members/and vertically extending connecting members, wherein one 
of said support members and connecting members include a reduced end portion relative 
(y to the other of said supporting members and connecting members wherein the support 

QA members are supported iCertically by the connecting members.- 

€ • 

--6^ ^The system as recited in claim $0, wherein: 

said connecting members extend vertically from at least one of a base and an 
upper member.-- A 

.0) 

--fa. "The system as recited in claim $C wherein said base is supported in a 
substantially horizontal direction.-- 



--63. A system for framing at least a portion of a structure having a foundation, said 
system comprising: 

a plurality of exterior wall frames interconnected to one another and extending 
upwardly from the foundation of the struotore, wherein each of said wall frames includes: 

a plurality of interconnectable fbur-sided orthogonal metal tubes having 
substantially identical cross-sectional dimensions that interconnect with each other at 
their free ends with a free end of one metal tube having a reduced end portion along each 
of its four orthogonal sides relative to the free end portion of a tube to which it connects, 
said reduced end portion snugly and securely fitting within the end portion of the tube to 
which it connects. -- 

-64. A system forewarning a structure comprising: 
a first bas^ 
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I a first plurality of lower connectinymembers attached to said first base and 

extending upwardly therefrom, each of ^kid first plurality of lower connecting members 
comprising a four-sided metal tube; 

a plurality of upwardly extending first side posts, each of said first side posts 
comprising a four-sided metal tube/each of said first side posts being interconnected with 
one of said first plurality of loweryfconnecting members; 

wherein for each of said first side posts and said interconnected one of said first 
plurality of lower connecting mfembers, one of said first side post and said interconnected 
one of said first plurality of lower connecting members has a reduced end portion of 
complementary shape to a cr6ss-sectional shape of said first side post, said reduced end 
portion being inserted into the other of said first side post and said interconnected one of 
said first plurality of lower connecting members. « 

-65, The system as recited in claim 64, further comprising: 
a second base literally spaced apart from said first base; 

a second plurality of lower connecting members attached to said second base and 
extending upwardly /{herefrom, each of said second plurality of lower connecting 
members comprising a four-sided metal tube, each of said second plurality of lower 
connecting members being aligned with one of said first plurality of said lower 
connecting members; 

a plurality of upwardly extending second side posts, each of said second side 
posts comprising a four-sided metal tube, each of said second side posts being 
interconnected with one of said second plurality of lower connecting members; 

wherein for each of said second side posts and said interconnected one of second 
plurality of lower connecting members, one of said second side post and said 
interconnected one of said second plurality of lower connecting members has a reduced 
end portidn of complementary shape to a cross-sectional shape of said second side post, 
said reduced end portion being inserted into the other of said second side post and said 
I intercoffliected one of said second plurality of lower connecting members.- 

> J* • • 

-66. The system as recited in claimfiS, further comprising: 

i plurality of bridge members, each of said bridge members extending between and 

interconnecting one of said first side posts and an aligned one of said second side posts,- 
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A system for framing a structure comprising: 
/( a pluraUty of first side posts, each of said first side posts comprising a four-sided 

metal tube; 

a plurality of second side posts laterally spaced from said first side posts, each of 
said second side posts comprising a four-sided metal tube and being substantially aligned 

with one of said first side posts; 

a plurality of bridge members, each of said bridge members being interconnected 
to one of said first side posts and interconnected to an aligned one of said second side 
posts; 

wherein for each of said first side posts and said interconnected one of said bridge 
members, one of said first side post and said interconnected one of said bridge members 
has a reduced end portion of complementary shape to a cross-sectional shape of said first 
■ side post and a cross-sectional shape of said bridge member, said reduced end portion 
™ n , being inserted into the other of said first side post and said interconnected one of said 

bridge members; 

wherein for each of said second side posts and said interconnected one of said 
bridge members, one of said second side post and said interconnected one of said bridge 
members has a reduced end portion of complementary shape to a cross-sectional shape of 
said second side post and said cross-sectional shape of said interconnected one of said 
bridge members, said reduced end portion being inserted into the other of said second 
side post and said interconnected one of said bridge members.- 

A system for framing a structure comprising: 
/ a pluraUty of first side posts, each of said first side posts comprising a four-sided 

metal tube; 

a plurality of second side posts laterally spaced from said first side posts, each of 
said second side posts comprising a four-sided metal tube and being substantially aligned 
with one of said first side posts; 

a plurality of laterally extending members, each of said laterally extending 
members being formed from at least one four-sided metal tube and interconnected to one 
of said first side posts and interconnected to an aligned one of said second side posts; 

wherein for each of said first side posts and said interconnected one of said 

laterally extending members, one of said first side post and said interconnected one of 
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said laterally extending members has a reduced end portion of complementary shape to a 
cross-sectional shape of said first side post and a cross-sectional shape of said laterally 
extending member, said reduced end portion being inserted into the other of said first side 
post and said interconnected one of said laterally extending members; 

wherein for each of said second side posts and said interconnected one of said 
laterally extending members, one of said second side post and said interconnected one of 
said laterally extending members has a reduced end portion of complementary shape to a 
cross-sectional shape of said second side post and said cross-sectional shape of said 
interconnected one of said laterally extending members, said reduced end portion being 
inserted into the other of said second side post and said interconnected one of said 
laterally extending members.- 

" " A system for framing a structure comprising: 

a plurality of bridge members, each of said bridge members including a peak and 
first and second rafters, said peak being interconnected with said first and said second 
rafters, said peak and said first and second rafters each comprising a four-sided metal 
tube; 

wherein for each of said peaks and said interconnected one of said first rafters, 
one of said peak and said interconnected one of said first rafters has a reduced end 
portion of complementary shape to a cross-sectional shape of said peak and a 
cross-sectional shape of said first rafter, said reduced end portion being inserted into the 
other of said peak and said interconnected one of said first rafters; 

wherein for each & !aid peaks and said interconnected one of said second rafters, 
one of said peak and said interconnected one of said second rafters has a reduced end 
portion of complementary shape to said cross-sectional shape of said peak and a 
cross-sectional shape of said second rafter, said reduced end portion being inserted into 
the other of said peak and said interconnected one of said second rafters^ 
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